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ÒDonÕt tell me where your priorities are.
Show me where you want to spend your
money and IÕll tell you what they are.Ó

James W. Frick
Vice President Emeritus

University of  Notre Dame



Politics and Oral Health

• HRSA and Oral Health

• Presidential Proposals

• Specific Oral Health Options

HRSA Activities
1997 - 2001

Partnerships

• HCFA-HRSA
• ADA-AAPD
• NIH Institute of Dental Crainofacial Research
• Head Start &  WIC



HRSA Activities

• Expanded Oral Health in FQHCÕs
• Increased dollars to National Health Service Corps
• Oral Health Summits sponsored in 15 states
• Oral Health Policy Academy with NGA in 8 states
• Catalyst for increased state attention to Oral Health

On to Presidential Politics



Clinton Proposal

New York Times

Dental Care for Children Is Considered by Clinton

ÒHillary Rodham Clinton told consumer
advocates today that she hoped the PresidentÕs
health plan would cover  comprehensive dental
care for  children and some dental services for

adults.Ó

May 26, 1993

Clinton Plan
• Universal coverage with mix of Public-Private
• Required health insurance coverage for all
• Income related subsidies
• Strengthen Medicaid and SCHIP
• New Health Choices Menu (FEHBP benchmark)



Clinton Plan (cont.)
• Preventive services covered per USPSTF
• Quality measures
• Pay for performance

Obama Plan
• Universal access with Public/Private mix
• Required coverage for all children
• Expand Medicaid and SCHIP
• National Health Insurance Exchange for small

business and individuals
• Large employers offer or contribute to public plan



Obama Plan (cont.)
• Children can remain on parentÕs insurance to age 25
• Address disparities and promote prevention
• Collect and analyze data to determine quality

McCain Plan
• Access to health care for all
• Diverse insurance choices
• Tax credit to all individuals and families
• Remove favorable tax treatment for employer

sponsored plans
• No mandatory coverage



McCain Plan (cont.)
• Expanded HSAs
• Allow insurance to be sold across state lines
• Veterans portability of benefits
• Small business flexibility to buy insurance

Other Options for Dental Coverage
• Expand dental benefits under Medicaid per DRA
• Universal coverage for oral health preventive

services
• Increased use of medical and non-medical providers
• Increased care in non-conventional settings
• Increased use of technology



Why Should We Care?

Baltimore Sun

ÒStudies have shown links between gum disease
and diabetes, hear t disease and stroke.Ó

March 23, 2007

Why Should We Care?

Office of US Surgeon General

“The first comprehensive study on the nation’s oral
health released by the office of the US Surgeon
General calls dental and oral diseases a silent

epidemic…and is the most prevalent unmet health
need among American children.”

2001
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